ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001
No. 100/MP-LA/2020-(Bye) Dated: 30" October, 2020

ORDER
Whereas, the Bye-elections to the Legislative Assembly of Madhya Pradesh were
announced by the Commission on 29™ September, 2020, vide Press Note No. ECI/PN/67/2020
and the provisions of Model Code of Conduct were imposed from that date as per Para 4 of the

said Press Note: and

2. Whereas, Sub Para (1) of Part 1 of the Model Code of Conduct provides that ‘no party or
candidate shall indulge in any activity which may aggravate the existing differences or create
mutual hatred or cause tension between different castes and communities, religious or

linguistic’; and

5, Whereas, Sub Para (2) of Part 1 of the Model Code of Conduct provides, inter alia, that
parties and candidates shall refrain from criticism of all aspects of private life, not connected

with the public activities of the leaders or workers of the parties ", and

4. Whereas, the Commission had received complaints from Bharatiya Janata Party (M.P.)
and also from the Chairperson, National Commission for Women that Shri Kamal Nath. Leader
of the Opposition in Madhya Pradesh Legislative Assembly, have used the word “Item™ for a

woman candidate.

3 Whereas, the Commission vide Notice dated 21.10.2020 issued a Notice giving an
opportunity to Shri Kamal Nath, to explain his stand in making the above said statement. A reply
dated 22.10.2020 was submitted by him in the matter.

6. Whereas, the said reply of Shri Kamal Nath was not found to be satisfactory and hence
the Commission issued an Advisory Order dated 26.10.2020 to Shri Kamal Nath, for violation of
the provisions contained in Para (2) of Part 1 of ‘General Conduct of Model Code of Conduct for
the Guidance of Political Parties and Candidates’ and disregard of the advisory issued by the
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Commission vide its letter No. 437/6/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2019 dated 29" April, 2019
during ongoing Bye-elections to the Legislative Assembly of Madhya Pradesh:

“... the Commission is of the considered view that Sh Kamal Nath has used the work “Item” for

a lady and that this constitutes violation of advisory issued by the Commission...

Now, therefore, the Commission, hereby advises Sh Kamal Nath, Ex- Chief Minister, Madhya
Pradesh, that while making public utterances he should not use any such word or statement

during the period of Model Code of Conduct.”; and

7. Whereas, one more complaint has been brought to the notice of the Commission from

Bharatiya Janata Party (M.P.) that Shri Kamal Nath on 13.10.2020 has stated that “fRrarer

Al ¥ FaHR, Ha§ FHT FET FI; and

8. Whereas, the Commission sought a report from Chief Electoral Officer, Madhya Pradesh.
In this connection, the Chief Electoral Officer, Madhya Pradesh, has sent a report along with
transcript of the speech dated 13.10.2020 of Shri Kamal Nath, in which Shri Kamal Nath has

stated that "HT9& #rarer ar ar ATRAT § S0 39a Ay Y 99 918 M9+ HIaeT

at femae @R &1 The report of the Chief Electoral Officer, Madhya Pradesh, also confirms

the violation of Model Code of Conduct; and

9. Whereas, the Model Code of Conduct has evolved over several decades with the
consensus of all Political Parties to maintain level playing field as well as ethical and dignified

behavior during the campaigning before the elections; and

10.  Whereas, a list of leaders of political party (Star Campaigners) was received from Indian
National Congress vide letter dated 19.10.2020, wherein the name of Shri Kamal Nath was
placed at Sl. No. 3, under section 77(1) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 for the
Bye-election of Legislative Assembly of Madhya Pradesh, 2020; and

Ll Whereas, the Commission has carefully considered the matter and has observed with
displeasure that Shri Kamal Nath despite being a leader of a political party is repeatedly violating

the provisions of Model Code of Conduct and breaching the ethical and dignified behaviour; and
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12.  Now, therefore, for repeated violation of Model Code of Conduct and for completely
disregarding the advisory issued to him, the Commission hereby revokes the status of leader of
political party (Star Campaigner) of Shri Kamal Nath, Ex-Chief Minister, Madhya Pradesh,
with immediate effect for the current Bye-elections of Legislative Assembly of Madhya Pradesh,
2020.

13.  In effect no permission shall be granted by the DEO/RO to Shri Kamal Nath as a Star
Campaigner. However, if any campaign is done by Shri Kamal Nath from now onwards, the
entire expenditure related to travel, stay, visit, etc., shall be completely borne by the candidate in

whose constituency the campaign is done by Shri Kamal Nath.

By Order,
Encl: Copy of the Transcript .L;‘l;ﬁ"
(ARVIND ANAND)
SECRETARY
To,
Shri Kamal Nath,

Ex-Chief Minister, Madhya Pradesh.
Shikarpur, Teh. Mohkhed,
District- Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh.
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